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2014/15 Revenue Budget and Council Tax Setting 
 

1. The Authority has set a Revenue Budget requirement for 2014/15 of £41,501,728, 
which incorporates the Settlement Funding announced by Government of 
£19,703,960 and the Council Tax requirement of £21,797,768.   

 
The budget has been set based upon the two year settlement issued by the 
Department of Communities and Local Government (DCLG) on 18 December 2013.  
This budget is the first year of that settlement and incorporates the revised funding 
arrangements that will come into place from 1 April 2014.  The funding for this 
Authority incorporates a reduction of £1.54m in Settlement Funding Assessment. 
 
The budget incorporates the acceptance of the Government’s offer of a 1% freeze 
grant to those principal authorities that choose not to increase Council Tax in 
2014/15.  Therefore a Band D property will remain at £67.64.  DCLG has announced 
that the freeze grant compensation will be incorporated into the Settlement Funding 
for the Authority, along with the Freeze Grants from 2011/12 and 2013/14.  The 
freeze grant for 2012/13 of £0.7m was removed from funding in 2013/14.   
 
The budget process for 2014/15 has involved full consultation with all budget holders 
calculated from a zero base.  Where possible all recurring efficiencies and savings 
achieved during 2013/14 have been incorporated into the base budget.  
 
The budget also recognises the commitment by the Service to fully support the 
ongoing Business Transformation Programme.  To support this commitment the 
Authority approved an annual target saving of £1m in the budget year. 
 
The Authority also remains fully committed to effectively utilising the Specific 
Reserve of £8.6m (as at 31 March 2013) to fund Invest to Save opportunities and 
has budgeted to use £0.2m during 2014/15 to fund the ongoing innovations 
programme. 
 
The Director of Finance, Assets and Resources has assured the Authority in respect 
of the adequacy of reserves and the robustness of the budget.  
 
Over recent years the professional and political partnership has achieved £5.9m in 
savings at the same time as delivering the best performance in the Service’s history.  
The Service monitors the response requirements closely, including the attendance of 
crews at national incidents eg flooding.  Assurances have also been given that there 
will be no compromise to community and firefighter safety.  The Service and 
Authority has demonstrated the capability to embrace change and the input of staff 
and Members is vital to meet the financial challenges going forward.    
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